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OPERATIONS ON THE BALKAN FRONT, 1918. 

French and Italian troops began a series of offensive operations 
in Albania early in June which met with considerable success. The 
Greek army had been thoroughly re-organized and trained by French 
officers with the intention of co-operating in the recovery of Serbia, 
by a general attack on the Bulgarian army in the vicinity of Lake 
Doiran and the region of Kavadar. British, Greek, French, and 
Serbian troops took part in these operations, which began by a general 
attack on September 15. The Bulgarian lines were pierced and their 
forces separated and driven back on divergent roads. The pursuit 
was vigorously pressed, and by September 23 the Bulgarian troops 
became thoroughly disorganized, abandoning their trains and throwing 
away their arms. The victorious forces marched at once upon the 
capital, and the Bulgarian Government requested an armistice on 
September 26, which was granted on terms practically amounting to 
an unconditional surrender. All fighting ceased at noon on September 
30. The defeat of the Bulgarians left the Austro-German forces in 
Serbia and Albania in such an exposed situation that a rapid retreat 
became inevitable. Durazzo was taken by Italian troops on October 
14, and on November 3, after the conclusion of the armistice with 
Austria, allied forces were landed at Scutari for the occupation of the 
country until a treaty of peace was signed. 

THE WAR IN ASIA, 1918. 

After taking Jerusalem General Sir E. H. Allenby advanced 
slowly northward, with a view of preventing any movement against 
General Marshall's army in Mesopotamia by the large Turkish army 
assembled at Aleppo, under von Falkenhayn. An irregular force of 
Arabs, organized by the king of the Hedjaz, assisted him by co-operat
ing on the east side of the Jordan. Jericho was taken on February 21, 
and the Turks retreated beyond the Jordan. • Early in March British 
troops advanced in Mesopotamia, defeating an opposing force on two 
occasions. 

The Russian army of occupation in Armenia began its evacuation 
of the country early in February, followed by the Turks who re-
occupied Trebizond and Erzerum, and took Batum on April 16. A 
small British column, pushing swiftly forward from Mesopotamia, 
after a very difficult and trying march of nearly seven hundred miles, 
took possession of Baku, a city of great importance on account of its 
large production of mineral oil. Late in the year, when menaced 
by an attack from a much superior force of German and Bolshevist 
troops, this detachment was withdrawn. During the hot season, while 
active operations were suspended, General Allenby held a line extend
ing from the Mediterranean coast to the Jordan, some fifteen miles in 
advance of Jerusalem, while a Turkish force exceeding 100,000 men 
occupied the hills of Samaria on his front. A military railway had been 
completed connecting Jerusalem with Cairo, and a pipe line was laid 
for the conveyance of water from the Nile. The Turkish position was 
naturally very strong and had been carefully prepared for defence. 
Their troops were supplied by two short railway spurs from the 


